. This work is so well known that the fifth edition needs little comment except in so far as new material is concerned. Although it was primarily intended for practitioners, sections have now been added describing methods which are only habitually used by bacteriologists, thus making the work more than ever a laboratory handbook. Dreyer's method of carrying out the agglutination test is fully described and illustrated, and an account is given of the isolation of the typhoid-dysentery group of bacilli from the feeces by means of brilliant green peptone water and Conradi-Drigalski plates.
The section on syphilis has been extended to 22 pages, and includes descriptions of the modern methods used in the diagnosis and control of treatment of this disease. One of the methods of doing the so-called " original " Wassermann reaction has been included since; the author states: " A method with added complement is generally (though I think, erroneously) preferred." The advances in clinical bacteriology, which have resulted from the prevailing war conditions, are all fully noted and described. ESSENTIALS In this modest volume of some 200 odd pages Professor Cushnybas condensed what seems to him to be all the more important parts of the literature bearing on the physiology of the kidney, and states that it has involved the thorough sifting of over 6,000 pages of printed matter. Whatever view may be taken of his conclusions, there can be no doubt that the thanks of everyone interested in the subject are due to him for his attempt to bring order out of a chaos of conflicting ideas and experimental results. The outstanding views of the functions of the kidneys associated with the names of Bowman and Ludwig respectively are fully dealt with, and the experimental evidence for and against each considered, but the author favours a new interpretation which embraces some of the features of each while differing in other respects from any that has been accepted hitherto; this he terms the "modern view." It is based on physical chemistry as well as on the direct observation of physiologists, and it is claimed that it does not conflict with any ascertained fact in physiology, while furnishing an intelligible connexion between almost all those whichhave been'established. After preliminary chapters on the anatomy and histology, the work, the gaseous metabolism and the blood supply of the kidneys, and the composition of the urine, the author outlines the " modern view," and then proceeds in subsequent sections of the book to discusshow each set of observations can be brought into accord with it, dealin'g in turii'
with the direct evidence in the functions of the tubules and glomerulus, themechanital and chemical factors in secretion, the reaction of the urine, the action of diuretics and other drugs, glycosuria, the effects of perfusion of the kidney, and albuminuria. Renal pathology.
is not dealt with at length, but some points arising out of the consideration of the normal' functions of the kidney are briefly considered. An The "Collection Horizon" is a valuable series of handy little volumes containing in concise but remarkably readable form the various acquisitions to the medicine and surgery of war which have hitherto been disseminated in periodical literature. The six books whose titles appear above re,present the principal medical works hitherto published in this series, and are all written by well-known specialists. Attention has already been drawn in this Supplement (1917, pp. 18 and 20) to the monographs on the " Abnormal Forms of Tetanus," by Courtois-Suffit and Giroux, and on " Typhoid Fever and Paratyphoid Fevers," by Vincent and Muratet.
The last two writers have also contributed a work on " Dysentery, Cholera and Typhus." Each of the three sections of this book is divided into two parts. The first, which is clinical, deals with the symptomatology, diagnosis and treatment, while the second is devoted to the epidemiology and prophylaxis of each of these three diseases. Of special interest are the statistics dealing with the carrier problem in relation to dysentery and cholera. The writers lay special stress on the epidemiological importance of mild or abortive cases of these two diseases.
The work on " Hysteria and Nervous Disorders of a Reflex Character," by Babinski and 'Froment, is divided into two parts. In the first the old conception of hysteria especially as jt was built up by Charcot is set forth, and is followed by a description of the modern conception of hysteria due to Babinski, who has suggested the substitution of the term " pithiatism "-i.e., a state curable by persuasion, for the old term "hysteria." Neurological observations made during two years of war have served to confirm this modern conception of hysteria. A full account is given of the physical signs which form the criteria in the differentiation of organic from functional nervous disease. The second part deals with nervous disorders of a reflex character consisting of contractures or paralysis following traumatism, which are frequently met with in the neurology of war. A section on treatment contains much valuable information for medical officers in charge of neurological cases.
An instructive companion volume to the above is to be found in the monograph by G. Roussy and J. Lhermitte, which embodies a descriptioa of the psyeho-neuroses met with in war, starting with elementary motor disorders, and concluding with the most complex, represented by pure psychoses.
Perhaps the most important work in the series, and one which will appeal to the greatest number of readers, is that by Dr. G. Thibierge on " Syphilis in the Army." The volume is intended as a vade-mecum of syphiligraphy for medical officers in the Army. In the first chapter, which is entitled " Frequency of Syphilis in the Army," the writer states that the present war surpasses all previous wars in the frequency of venereal disease and of syphilis in particular. The second chapter, which deals with the origin of syphilitic contagion in the Army, contains interesting statistics relating to the infections due to official or clandestine prostitution both in the zone of the Armies and in the interior. In the third chapter, which is entitled " Syphilis as a National Danger," the writer deals first with the increase of syphilis since the outbreak of the war in the civil population, in which respectable married women, and lads aged from 16 to 18, form a high proportion of those attacked. The social consequences of syphilis among soldiers are then described. The following chapters contain an account of the symptomatology, diagnosis and treatment (curative and prophylactic) of syphilis. The book concludes by insisting on the importance of legislative measures being taken to control the propagation of syphilis by the regular supervision of prostitution, as has been done in regard to small-pox and typhoid fever by making vaccination and inoculation compulsory. M. R. Leriche devotes one volume to fractures by gunshot involving joints, and the other volume to the various comminuted fractures of the shafts of the long bones. In Chapter II of the latter volume the author advocates the De'sinfection operatoire des fractures ouvertes," the "St6rilisation operatoire primitive des fractures dans les premieres heures: l'esquillectomie d'exploration et de prophylaxie." As soon as possible and quite apart from any signs of infection, the surgeon, not limiting himself to establishing drainage or removing foreign bodies which are obvious, should proceed under general anaesthesia, and with the assistance of radiology, to expose the comminuted fracture by a free incision, cut away bruised soft parts, and remove all detached fragments, especially those projecting out amongst the muscles, also the partly connected fragments when interposed between the fractured ends. The wound is then lightly plugged. The author appears to rely wholly on the above for disinfection, and does not mention the use of antiseptics. If infection is already established he relies on aseptic gauze soaked in salt solution, fresh air, and sunlight. Al. A. Broca, in his description of the sequelae following upon gunshot injuries of bones and joints, includes the subjects of mal-union with shortening and angular deformity, false joints, sinuses owing to chronic osteomyelitis following comminuted fractures, and the central necrosis in stumps. In the case of joints he notes the varieties of ankylosis, stiffness, and deviations. In later stages osteotomy may be useful in rectifying the axis of the limb so that the muscles can regain action in their right line. A final chapter is devoted to medicolegal considerations.
In another volume M. Broca, along with M. Ducroquet, describes the varieties of artificial limbs employed to replace a lost lower limb. As for the upper extremity illustrations are given of various ingenious suggestions in cases where the hand has been lost. In addition to the familiar hook and dinner fork it is proposed that various tools may be screwed in to the end of the artificial limb, especially to enable objects to be held fixed.
In the first part of the volume relating to gunshot injuries of the skull and brain, M. Chatelin describes the examination of the patients and the complications which may follow. In the second part M. Martel gives drawings and descriptions of wide craniectomy and the extended search for foreign bodies in the brain, gaps left in the skull being later filled in by pieces of the patient's rib. The reader may miss a discussion as to the indications for extending operative measures beyond those sanctioned by long experience.
MM. L. Imbert and P. Real consider the treatment of gunshot injuries of the mandible as established by palpation and X-ray examination. They describe the various forms of dental splints and the surgical treatment of mal-union by the manipulation of mobile fragments. They do not give encouragement to the use of bone-grafts in cases of mal-union. In the last chapter they discuss the military incapacity arising from loss of teeth, fracture of the mandible and stiffness of the jaw.
MM. L. Ombredanine and R. Ledoux-Lebard, in a volume of 349 pages, supply an extraordinary detailed description of radiology, the search for and the localization of projectiles, -as well as the questions connected with the extraction of projectiles. The radiologist and the surgeon working together extract a bullet as;follows: The radiologist views the foreign body keeping his head and the screen fixed, whilst the surgeon, using a long curved needle on a long handle, inserts the point into the wound or applies it to the skin. Then, under the guidance of the radiologist, the surgeon moves the point of the needle until it is in line with the shadow of the projectile. Continuing under the same guidance, the surgeon pushes on the needle-point down the line of the shadow, until it comes in contact with the foreign body.
The volume on the wounds of the blood-vessels by M. L. Sencert contains a valuable bibliography of the French and English publications on this subject since the commencement of the War.
Under "FFractures of the Orbit " M. F. Lagrange treats of the various injuries to the globe of the eye consistent with the preservation of some degree of vision, sympathetic ophthalmia, traumatic cataract, and detachment of the retina, also the repair of the eyelids and a very brief notice of the involvement of the frontal and maxillary sinuses. This is a complete exposition of the subject, and deals fully with the anatomy of the disease as met with in man, the horse, dogs and cats, and wild animals in captivity. The author argues from the normal to the pathological. He states " that investigations into the bacteriology of the disease do not afford any evidence of its being due to a specific organism." The effect of modern diet and the functional activity of the teeth are shown to be the chief factors in the production of the disease, modified by the resistance of the tissues of the body. A chapter on " Periodontal Disease as the Active Agent in the Production of Pathological Lesions," refers to "c ertain diseases which seem to be directly traceable to mouth infection," and cases are quoted in support of this view. Attention is called to the anomaly of oral infection being often ignored by medical men who recognize the danger of small areas of sepsis in other parts of the body. The author lays stress on the role mouth. breathing plays and the influence of the degree of resistance offered by the tissues in the progress or severity of the disease. Complete recovery is recorded of cases in which early removal of the teeth was carried out and arguments favourable to such treatment are given. Vaccine therapy may afford relief but not a " cure." The Bier method is referred to. Electro-therapeutic treatment is fully described, and is advocated in suitable cases. 
